West LA-Sawtelle Neighborhood Council

Planning & Land Use Management Committee
1645 Corinth Ave, LA, CA 90025
 Tues., April 7, 2015 Meeting Minutes
Present:

Shigematsu, Casas, Gonzalez, Swiers, Gregson arrived 7:45, Handal left 8:50, Levitus

arrived 8:50

1.  7:15 pm: Call to order.
2.  Public comment. (Items NOT on the agenda) 

3.  Approval of minutes

Postponed

4.  12340 Santa Monica Blvd  CUB Full Line of Liquor Request  - Sherry Olsen
Postponed

5.  11574 Santa Monica Boulevard Shell Station  CUB off premises sale of beer and wine - Steve Jameson
Galvez spoke in favor.

Motion to approve 8am-midnight, no singles. 


Move: Handal


2nd: Gonzalez


Motion amended to change nighttime end to 11pm. Amendment passed 5-0-0. 


Motion passed 4-0-1.

6.  CLV6104 Wilshire Cell Tower (John Pappas)
Motion to approve, conditioned on providing notice to residents, including technical info on effects. 6-0-0.

7.  11407 Santa Monica Boulevard cpc20144780db 51 units 5 stories 
-Proposal by Wiseman: 51 unit apt bldg, commercial ground floor. Widen 10 ft alley way

-Uses city density bonus.

Zoning – C2-1vl – commercial zoning designation. 45 ft bldg by right. 1 ½:1 floor area; residential use is allow on commercial. Have to conform to R4. By right.

-7 parking spaces for commercial, instead of 3 req’d – want to allow for restaurant/food use

-2 levels of parking below grade – off alley; it’s 73 spaces, as req’d by code. Bike parking for 108.

-Residential entrance off of Purdue

-8ft yard setbacks. No set back req’d at front. But some there, for landscaping.

-Want more ped friendly, not street widening. New landscaping / trees on median.

-Most units will have private balconies. 

-Built to city’s new green standards.

-Common open space – 4th level back of build 3300 sq foot roof deck, courtyard. Eat & cook

-Rooftop generous landscaping program
-Higher elevation along SM blvd, lower in back only 42 ft

-Because of its commercial component, technically limited to 3 stories; also limited to 1.5:1 FAR. Otherwise would ask for zone change to mixed-use

-Asking for off-menu incentive for 3:1 FAR because 86 ft outside of transit zone

-Asking for increase in height, density bonus up to 60ft;

-Decided at Planning Commission ultimately, in Enviro review until Apr 27.

5 public comments:

Zana:
-Should be 4 stories tall, not 5. Rush hour traffic increase over Dolores traffic because that not concentrated at Rush hours. Lots of food traffic. Not much affordable housing.

Next door Neighboor (name?):

-Entering and exit thru alley is big mistake. People are going thru it all the time. Cars at rush hour. Pedestrians coming in and out of alley.

Susan Eckert - has office next door

-Love mixed use idea, but it’s too big

-Not enough parking for her clients 

-Dolores estimate for parking was overdone

Don Griffin – local property owner:
-Alleyway isn’t even 11 feet wide. Not enough room for pedestrian, even with 1 car coming thru.

-Setbacks should be enforced. Too big. Like mansionization.

Jay Ross:

-In exchange for letting building going above 3 story limit, ask for step backs on higher floors, activated front on Purdue, more open space

-Take for neutral position on projects generally. 

Rosie Kato:

-Too big, too massive, too many units. Units aren’t really affordable. Only 4 of 51 designated SB1818.

Chris CD11: 

Asking for 3rd party analysis/verification of off-menu requests

Presenter:

Feedback is noted. Will submit required info to CD11 by April 27 and also give to Casas, PLUM chair. Expected to return.

8.  1947 Sawtelle Blvd (Chris Roche-California Landmark) - Ken Kahan
6 speakers

Motion: Jay; 2nd: Don 


“Recommend approval of project to board on condition of filing an R permit (to 
extend outdoor seating.)”

Request to developer: bring better renderings, all elevations, and articulation on La 

Grange side to Board meeting on April 22.

9.  Permit Parking Sawtelle (Ruben Haro)

Made presentation – 3 speakers

Kato – for; Yoshimura – for; Cromwell- against

Mogwadah – for; Eber – yes; Michelle Kato – yes; Hyung – yes; Mercado – yes.

Motion: Handal; 2nd: Shigematsu – approved motion to support parking district and also to authorize Jay to meet with Cromwell/WLA Methodist Church re: parking issues

Board vote 4-0-1.

10. Yamaguchi Center pedestrian issues

Casas Update:

-Sent municipal code to owner of building.

-Going to fill in parkway. May put  up sign asking people not to block sidewalk.

-Problem is that police issue citations to people on sidewalk, not residents.

11.  Report: Sawtelle Japantown

It happened! Great work.

12.  Design Overlay Request for Sawtelle & Pico & Santa Monica Boulevard
Handal sent out request for overlay CD11 for them to start working on it.

13.  Chairs report on:

Sawtelle Committee Report  - Update by Swiers
Positive feedback from PLUM committee


Suggestion: Want to have sunk trees, with metal grates covering roots

14.  Ongoing business

                  WRAC LUPC: Report (next mtg.-2ND Sun., May.  9:00-10:30 am).

PlanCheckNC: Report 

Next meeting: Tue., May 5 , 2015 - Request for agenda items.
15.  Member comments and/or other new business.

None

16.  Adjourn
Move: Casas

2nd: Levitus

