MINUTES OF THE WEST LA SAWTELLE NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL 

West L.A Neighborhood Council Office-In WLA Municipal Building
1645 Corinth Avenue  West L.A., CA 90025

September 30, 2015,  7:00 PM

CALL TO ORDER:
 
Board Chair Jay Handal called the meeting to order at 7:08. Quorum established at 7:18PM
Council members present: Jay Handal, Grace Tabib, Rosie Kato, Jean Shigematsu, Tom Donovan, Greg Ericksen, Al Casas, Zana Glisovic, Helga Hakimi
Absent: Kirk Watanabe, Xochitl Gonzalez, Mo Moshiri, David Levitus, Jeronimo Garcia
PUBLIC COMMENT ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA:  
Representatives from the September 6 Oaxacan fair - Thanking City Hall and Mike Bonin for their support.  1000 people attended.  Food, fair, drinks, music and dancing.  

Handal: Received an EmpowerLA Award for being the best Council in the region.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
August Minutes, Motion was made (Casas), seconded (Shigematsu). Kato abstain.  Approved.  
PRESENTATIONS:
DWP REPORT (Watanabe): 

Absent.
Public Work Report (Kato): 

Nothing to report.
Public Works Commissioner (Joel Jacinto): Has been on the Public Works Board for a month - first neighborhood council he's visiting.  Resident of CD11.  Prior to this worked at a non-profit working in community service.  
Handel, Introducing Kato as public works liaison.  

Casas, Expo lines runs down Exposition - new street lights shine into residents' windows.  Also, residents west of Barrington complaining.  Response:  If there's an environmental impact on the residents, we need to address it.  Requesting pole numbers.  Will talk to street lighting about this.  
Kato, Stopped repaving Olympic between Colby and Bundy.  Should be repaved.  Slurry job on 19th Corinth Ave.  Nguyen - will send out inspector to inspect it.  If need be, will make repairs.  

Handal, Post pothole blitz - there is a tree on Corinth whose root is so big it creates a speed bump outside of Nora Sterry.  Hazardous to drivers.   
Pico/Bundy Transportation Project Expo Plan (Robert Gutierrez):  Received funds into ATP (Active Transportation Program).  $3.5M to make improvements - pedestrian enhancements and safety.  Pilot project for Metro.  Focusing on the area around the station.  Metro wants to enhance walkability and help reduce some of the traffic that goes through.  Would like to alleviate cut-through traffic and potential for vehicular/pedestrian collisions and increase pedestrian comfort and safety.  Planning to plant approximately 160 trees in the area.  Trying to match existing trees that are already in the corridor.  Trying to plant low trees that won't conflict with the power lines.   All drought tolerant trees.  Installing bump outs (curve extensions) on 12 intersections extending the side walk at intersections so the distance between the crossing points is reduced so pedestrian spend a shorter time mingling in traffic.  Creates a visual discrepancy with our normal range of sight and calms traffic, not affecting traffic.  Intend to do accessible ramps throughout the area.  There are bus stops along Olympic, Pico and Bundy - working to provide security lighting at the stations to provide a safer, more user friendly environment.  Intend to install bike racks in the corridor.  At Tennessee and Granville developing a traffic triangle.  Have had a lot of complaints of people doing donuts - right now it's just striped but want to make a pocket park.  Would like to begin construction in Summer 2016 and finish construction Summer 2017 - hopefully sooner than that.
Handal, Bump outs were recommended in the traffic study we sponsored years ago for traffic calming.  Requesting collaboration for new trash cans in the area.  
Shigematsu, Will you be taking out the trees that are already there?  Response: Only removing 4 ficus trees that are uprooting the sidewalk. 

Casas, Who will maintain the street trees?  Response: Take ownership on the maintenance but need assistance with the watering.  

Kato, Will the trees be seedlings or mature?  Will we be getting shade trees?  Response:  Somewhere in between.  24 inch box trees.  They're pretty small but what we can handle.  Bigger than what the non profits are installing.  They will be canopy trees.  
Handal, If we see things on the map - can we email you suggestions?  Response:  Yes.  After tonight's meeting hoping to get our blessing that we're on the right path and continue creating construction documents.  

Donovan, Concerned the pocket park could prove to be a homeless problem like the one on Bundy and Santa Monica.  If you put benches there, it will start an encampment.   Eventually had to build a fence around it.  Looks like a park prison but at least no homeless are living there.  Should consult with homeless advocates.  Response:  We do like the idea because the city is so park poor but maybe will just make it a green space without any amenities.   

Handal, Functionally could create an issue.  Would like to remand to PLUM to look at certain components and bump out certain intersections.  Inviting them to present at PLUM as well.  Do outreach to the particular area for pocket park and for the bump outs.  
Kato, Consider cacti for triangle.  Response:  No.  We don't do sharp or poisonous plants.  
Public Safety Committee report (Fujimoto):  Resigned Board for family reasons.
Motion to allocate up to $1,000.00 for 100 IDOOR bells in our district: 

Project through Friends of West LA.  Want to help the neighborhood.  Handal thinks it's a good project.  Proactive way to help with robberies. 
Glisovic, thinks it's a good product but the features only work if you pay a monthly fee of $3.  If you don't pay the fee, then it's just a fancy doorbell.  Much less than security services but it should be disclosed.  

Kato, Doesn't think we should subsidize this from our own budget.

Motion was made (Donovan), seconded (Casas ).  Kato Against.  Approved.  
REPRESENTATIVES OF CITY/STATE/FEDERAL OFFICES AND DEPARTMENTS:
CD 11 - Councilman Bonin (Represented by Len Nguyen, Field Deputy), September 23 City Council declared a state of emergency for the city's homeless and allocated $100M.  Priority will be permanent support of housing, emergency shelters and safe parking.  Hoping to roll out the funds as quickly as possible while helping state officials with the veterans effort.  New trash cans at Mississippi and Sawtelle - first phase of 5.  In response to complaints from constituents.  More will be deployed in other areas.  Bonin hosted a community on the Westside re: short term rental housing - introduced a motion to introduce the concept of primary residence (you're allowed to room share your primary residence but not secondary properties - to take out the people who were buying multiple homes for the purpose). Both sides agreed on the point of allowing people to allow primary residence but differs re: transiency tax.  Bonin was named Best Public Servant of the Year.  
Kato, Is someone working on the compliance of mini shopping areas? Response:  Has been sent to the planner.  Requesting Kato to send specific areas.  
Assembly Member Bloom (Represented by Stephanie Cohen), Cohen introduced 25 bills this year.  9 have been signed by governor.  5 waiting for signature.  Plastic micro beads - strongest ban - waiting for governors signature.  Redevelopment bill - released the funds that were held up in 2011.  Does not benefit city of LA, but benefits Santa Monica and West Hollywood.  Arts District bill is waiting for signature.  Proud of bill dealing with homeless youth - easier for them to get through the education system.  Next few months will work on legislative package for 2016.  
Congressman Ted Lieu (Represented by Janet Turner), 

Two bills sponsored by Lieu to help the VA are going to the President's desk.  There will be a Town Hall meeting on the VA Master Plan on 10/7 from 6-8PM. There will be 45 days for public comment.  Today there was a meeting for communities surrounding the VA to coordinate efforts.  
Charles Green from the VA, New medical center acting director took effect on September 27.  Have put out solicitation to get a new Medical center director and 2 deputy directors.  Currently screening candidates.  On Sept 24 hosted an event on campus - bringing 25 veterans from Skid Row - to assist with their homelessness.   Thanking Jay Handal for putting the event together.  Now need to focus on Venice, SM and West LA - want to work in collaboration.  Oct 7 - Master Plan meeting.  Transparency fro the public for the timeline.  To contact: charles.green5@va.gov.
Stoner Park Report (Jason Liss), Slow right now.  Into fall season.  Soccer season.  Upcoming Halloween event on October 31 from 12-4.  
PUBLIC SAFETY:
Officer Kirk Report,  Crime up in the city - here, violent crimes went up in the last couple weeks - homeless v. homeless.  Within 2 weeks the state officials will remove encampments on the Cotner side, near the 405.  Veteran homeless we can help right away.  Crime in West LA - crime burglaries down to 12 for this week and residential burglaries also down quite a bit this week.  Left burglary prevention pamphlets in the office.  Have had 3 residential burglaries in this immediate area in the last few weeks: Butler, Tennessee and another.  Kato, concern about people who are coming in the neighborhood and scoping.  Requesting for information on accident on Beloit and Santa Monica on September 5.  Response: If you suspect something, try to get a description.  No information on the Beloit accident.  
HOMELESS COMMITTEE REPORT (HAKIMI):  Have been attending the Burrito Project.  Go to Santa Monica and hand out 100 burritos.  Would like to do something like this in West LA.  
OUTREACH COMMITTEE REPORT (Ericksen):
Had Safety and Disaster Fair on Sunday - about 100 people attended.  Gave away flashlights and emergency kits.  Will make corrections and pump it up more next week.  Over 20 organizations participating.  Will have a meeting on Oct. 14.  

Kato, Did all members show up?  Response: Jean and Zana in the booth.
Hiroo Nakano re Annual Concerts $1,500.00, Pulled.
Update on Sub Committee Artwork on the Electrical Boxes, Discussed at last Outreach meeting and will have more info at next meeting.
BY LAWS COMMITEE (DONOVAN): Nothing to report. 
FINANCE AND BUDGET REPORT (Handal):

Review and Approve Outstanding Monthly Funding Reports,  Usual operating expenses but we didn't have money transferred to us in July.  
Motion (Glisovic) Second (Casas).  Approved.
APPOINT AN ELECTIONS COMMITTEE:

2 year terms: Handal, David, Helga, Greg, Rosie, Jeronimo, Grace, Mo up for election in May

Glisovic will chair and Shigematsu will serve.  

Motion to appoint them (Ericksen) Second (Hakimi).  Approved.

Motion to Adopt the 2016 Elections Stipulation Sheet,
Completing the stipulation sheet.  Election time 10AM-4PM.  Location at Farmers Market.  Contact person will be Zana and Jean.  Backup location is Felicia Mahood Center.  Translation: Spanish and Farsi.  
Motion (Casas) Second (Ericksen).  Approved.

PLUM COMMITTEE PROJECT PRESENTATION, REPORTS AND/OR PLUM ACTION RE PROJECTS:
Donovan recusing himself.  No longer have a quorum and cannot vote on the project.  
1721 Granville; Motion to Approve Project (PLUM Committee),  Moving 2 houses and building 4 units.  Not enough for vote.  Handal suggesting we bring them back at next meeting, October 28.  Apologizing on behalf of the Board.  
12071 Wilshire Boulevard,  Absent.  Project on Wilshire next to Literati Cafe.  Tearing down the little stores and going to build a 6 story building with 12 units.  
Former Buerge Property Letter Received - Starting construction in October.  Did win a little because we got a better project.  Opened up Santa Monica Blvd a little bit.  
Additional Comments, Holding plans for the Vons property.  Are supposed to attend PLUM next week.  Big project will have grocery store and apartments.  Essentially 3 buildings.  1 grocery store and 2 apartment buildings.  Grocery enters on Barry and apartments enter on Idaho.   Grocery will be a Whole Foods.  
Glisovic, What's happening on Vons property now?  What's happening on Barrington and Wilshire?  Response:  Renting space to car dealerships.  They're cleaning up the site.  

Form PLUM Sub Committee to Review CUP/B Violations on Sawtelle and Return with Recommendations (KATO)
Handal can appoint a subcommittee.  Kato was working on it.  Kato will be appointed as subcommittee and will report to PLUM with her findings.  
BOARD COMMENTS: 

None.
ADJOURN. 
Meeting adjourned at 9:06PM.
Motion (Casas) Second (Glisovic).  Approved.
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