MINUTES OF THE WEST LA SAWTELLE NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL 

West L.A Neighborhood Council Office-In WLA Municipal Building
1645 Corinth Avenue  West L.A., CA 90025

May 27,  2015,  7:00 PM

CALL TO ORDER:
 
Board Chair Jay Handal called the meeting to order at 7:04PM. 
Council members present: Jay Handal, Grace Tabib, Jean Shigematsu, Jack Fujimoto, Tom Donovan, Helga Hakimi, Greg Ericksen, Jeronimo Garcia, David Levitus, Al Casas.

Absent: Rosie Kato, Zana Glisovic, Kirk Watanabe, Xochitl Gonzalez, Mo Moshiri.
PUBLIC COMMENT ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA:  
Steve Little, West LA Chamber of Commerce.  Greg manned the booth at the Festival.  Commissioner Jones attended last breakfast.  Hosted a walk with lawyers event.  Upcoming event: Paul Koretz on June 3 for the breakfast.  Question: Do you put out a newsletter?  Jay:  Would be good for Greg to reach out and provide our meeting information.  By law we can not join the Chamber but we can work together.
Janet Cromwell:  Any update on Olympic Butler project?  Response:  Will have Al Casas provide information by email. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
April Minutes - Odd pages not printed.  Will postpone until all pages are present and all can read the minutes.  (Minutes were also sent to all Board members by email a week prior Board meeting.)
PRESENTATIONS:
Introduction of new WLAPD Area Commander Captain Nieto:
Olympic for 4 years and then moved to the Westside.  Introducing herself to people and if you have questions, please call her secretary and get on her calendar. Heart is in patrol and working with the different community groups.  Asking to be called Tina, Captain Nieto, Captain Tina.  Will leave business cards with the officer.  Question:  How is the situation crime wise in this area?  Response:  Property crimes up from last year. Can look up information on the website.  In West LA biggest thing is property crimes.  Can stop 50% of our crimes if the victims change their behavior.  People leave doors open, or park cars and leave valuables, or go to coffee shop and leave valuables behind.  If the community can help us with those things then we could drive 50% of our property crime down.  So ask community groups to get the word out.  Violent crime is down, except robberies are up.  Still small numbers.  Question:  What's being done about the homeless?  Response:  Recently conducted count on homeless and there are 41k in the city of LA and only 26k have beds at any one time.  It's not illegal to be homeless.  As police officers we can't harass people for being homeless. That would be profiling.  But if aggressive panhandling, trespassing, etc, can do something.  
Election Stipulation Sheet vote:
Handal: Trying to make this as painless as possible and not turn it into an all night affair.  Giving suggestions item by item.  We'll do online voting as a separate item of discussion.  

Levitus: On 11 says staggered seating?  Isn't the 3rd option currently used?  Response:  Saying this would give everyone the time to clear the challenge period and because fiscal year starts July 1, everyone would be coming into new fiscal year.  

Motion on 1, 2, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 was made (Ericksen), seconded (Casas). Approved.  
Grievance process: Will hold grievance panels in which every board will appoint one person. If a grievance is filed, a panel of 3, not from the region, will be convened.  Have only had one grievance panel convened since 2007.  Handal will represent.
Online voting: Consensus a few months ago 
Donovan:  Against, too many ways to rig the election.  

Tabib:  We should have online voting.  Of a generation that would vote online.  

Ericksen:  Suggesting the old system has not brought much turnout.  We are making assumptions of what could happen.  We might as well try it and see what happens.  

Donovan:  Would our bylaws be amended?  If we are going to have bylaws, then we should do what the bylaws say.  Concerned about situations in the city related to developers, schools, and if we make it easier to do these kinds of things the persons who want to vote will vote for a single issue.  Response:  No, we would have to try it and revisit in 2 years.
Garcia:  A lot of community is disadvantaged in terms of technology.    

Fujimoto:  How will voters be screened.

Handal:  This will not replace walk up voting.  There will still need to proper documentation.  Mixed feelings: they might just be jamming numbers.  Flip side this is an outreach strategy to get more people involved.  

Casas:  In theory anybody who works in a high rise is considered a stakeholder.  They don't necessarily have a vested interest.  

Ericksen:  It's a bigger issue then - we would need to change the definition of a stakeholder.  It's not impulsive, there is more forethought needed than same day voting.  
Tabib:  There is still the need to show documentation.

Donovan:  Would want to see how other neighborhood councils do with it first.  Thinks DUN is doing this because if they show more votes in the election it shows that they have increased outreach.  

Hakimi:  Documentation?

Motion to not have online voting:  Motion (Casas), Second (Fujimoto)  Against: Hakimi, Ericksen, Tabib.  Approved.  
DWP REPORT (Watanabe): 

Absent.
Public Work Report (Kato): 

Absent.
Homeless Report: Motion to Support St. Joseph's Center Proposal:
$1M in budget for homeless outreach officers.  Have worked with St. Joseph's center to make a plan.  2 case managers and 1 program manager for our area.  This program is identified through the homeless count.  Goal is to ensure proper people into the field to get the homeless places to live.  They are our stakeholders.  Congressman Liu and VA working on new plans but we need to start fixing our own areas.  We want a piece of the million dollars that went into the city budget.

Motion was made (Fujimoto), seconded (Shigematsu). Approved.  
Motion to Support Council File 15-0389 Allowing NC's More Time to Present in City Hearing:
When NCs take positions on issues, instead of being given 1 minute, the NC would have 5 minutes to give a true position and explain reasoning.  

Ericksen:  Who gets the 5 minutes?  Response:  Probably a representative of each Council.

Motion was made (Casas), seconded (Donovan). Approved.  

The WLASNC Moves to Recommend that the City Council Add the Below Marijuana Pesticide Guidelines Issued by the State of California to LA's H&S Code:

Pulled.
OUTREACH COMMITTEE REPORT (Ericksen):
Motion to Support the Annual Concerts in the Civic Center:  
2 groups financing 4 concerts each.   Should start July 11th week.  Plan on moving it from Wednesday to Friday nights.  Looking at having pre-DJ and food/drink available.  Only looking for support.  
Motion was made (Hakimi), seconded (Ericksen).  Casas stepped out during vote.  Approved.  
Motion to Expend $1200 for Printing to Promote the Movies and Concert Series:

From this year's budget in order to zero out our budget.

Motion was made (Fujimoto), seconded (Ericksen).  Casas stepped out during vote.  Approved.  
June 6 there will be a neighborhood clean up morning - sponsored by someone on NextDoor.  Line up for movies has been posted on Facebook.  Each night we'll have a city dept there to educate.
PUBLIC SAFETY:
Officer Kirk Report,  Getting hit with construction site burglaries.  Trying to get all permits in West LA and talk to the people telling them to lock everything up.  Remember to lock your vehicles.  Leaving Captain's business card.  Requesting info on graffiti man who marks a crown on Monday morning.  Will speak with prosecutor to link together.  Call was made by a transient sleeping behind the building.

Public Safety Committee report (Fujimoto),  Absent.
BY LAWS COMMITEE (DONOVAN):
DUN has made changes in our bylaws - Donovan has been in discussion with them.  
CD 11 - COUNCILMAN BONIN (REPRESENTED BY LEN NGUYEN, FIELD DEPUTY):
Bonin on NextDoor to push information.  Highlighted Giant Robot as small business.  Results of homeless count were released.  CD11 had an increase of 1000 in 2 years.  3rd highest number of homeless citywide.  As part of this year budget pushed to get an earmark for a homeless issue.  This month, resurfaced Barrington between Wilshire and Santa Monica.  
MAYOR OF LA - GARCETTI (REPRESENTED BY DANIEL TAMM -WESTSIDE AREA):

Presenting City of LA city budget.  lamayor.org/budget/.  Spirit of cooperation between the mayor's office and the city council - essentially the major's budget that was approved.  Council members had some add-ins.  Priorities are focusing on a safe, prosperous, livable and sustainable city and a well run city government.  
Home as your disaster kit information sheet - things usually in your home already and all kinds of uses for them so you can be resourceful when the earthquake hits.  Mayor was here last month when Dr. Jones presented her resilience by design plan for earth quake preparedness - information available online lamayor.org.
Palms is about to celebrate their centennial this weekend.  Annual 2015 Bike Rodeo.  

The mayor proposed on Labor Day last year that it's time to raise the minimum wage.  As of last week, the mayor signed legislation to raise the minimum wage beginning July 1, 2016 up to July 1, 2020 when it will be raised to $15/hr.  

Relationships mayor is establishing in the fed govt have been paying dividends - particularly with transportation.  
Questions: Rick Cole is leaving?  Response:  Has been offered a wonderful position in Santa Monica to be their City Manager.  He'll be on for another month.  Question:  Why are unions trying to bow out of min wage increase?  Response:  Need to get more information on their issue.  Seems counterintuitive because the raising will lift everyone.  Will report back.
ASSEMBLY MEMBER BLOOM - (REPRESENTED BY STEPHANIE COHEN):

Absent.
CONGRESSMAN TED LIEU - (REPRESENTED BY JANET TURNER):

Have been working with USPS problems and concerns.  Greg has put out an announcement and we gathered a bunch of complaints from this area.  Bad news, almost 50% of USPS carriers and workers are going to be retiring - huge number of people they have to replace.  Asking for patience while they replace them.  Good news, have new scanning equipment for real time tracking of packages.  GPS systems in place so they can manage the carriers and see where they are and how they're doing.  Going to install a new dynamic routing system that will be utilized in the middle of the night.  Have started to put teeth in the public mailboxes to keep people from pulling the mail out.  Will be meeting with them every 8 weeks to bring any more concerns to them and keep the pressure on.  With regard to West LA VA will be announcing soon the company who has won the bid to do the development and they will be having public meetings throughout the summer to hear from stakeholders.  Donovan requesting that the Planners who will be appointed to attend the West LA Planning Commission meeting.  
LIBRARY REPRESENTATIVE:
Currently have a display for Japantown.  Information to become a Friend of the Library.  Have programs for kids and teens - this summer's theme is Read to the Music.  Have information about citizenship at the library and resources online.  Can use library card to download music, stream movies and learn languages.  
ASSEMBLY MEMBER RIDLEY THOMAS - (REPRESENTED BY SCOTT MAILSEN):

Absent.
STONER PARK REPORT (JASON LISS): 
Field is being redone - money given to foundation by a local school.  They're doing what they can - know there's a problem with water.  Skate park - told to have it open on this past holiday.  Phone calls to Jason complaining.  Had a family picnic a month ago - horrible event, graffiti - but haven't had graffiti since.  Handal:  Adamantly reiterating that it's important to have the skate park open on public holidays to keep the kids off the street.   Will make sure there's funding available to staff the skate park on holidays.  
FINANCE AND BUDGET REPORT (Handal):

Review and Approve Outstanding Monthly Funding Reports,  
Motion (Ericksen) Second (Hakimi).  Approved.
Adjust Budget Categories to Reflect Current Budget,  
Pulled.
Approval of Budget FY 2015/2016,

Janet Cromwell,  Appreciate community clean up days - requesting that they're documented earlier.  And that funding goes toward lunch, drinks, snacks for the volunteers.  Creating a better space in the meeting room.  Response:  Has been a topic of conversation. 
Really a placeholder budget. Money will go towards elections this year.  Budget can be changed monthly or at a special meeting if necessary.  Here for the sole purpose of getting our money July 1.  $30,000 in outreach out of $37,000 - what this money is meant for.
Levitus:  Would like to see $1000 to line 300 and $1000 to line 400 and deduct $2000 from line 500.

Motion was made including Levitus amendments.  Approved. 
PLUM COMMITTEE PROJECT PRESENTATION, REPORTS AND/OR PLUM ACTION RE PROJECTS:
Donovan recusing himself.
1947 Sawtelle Blvd,  YMCA Property (Ken Kahan), PLUM Motion to Approve Project with New Renderings, Articulations and Elevations on La Grange, 
72 units, mixed use.  Have been trying to make a distinct piece of architecture.  Since PLUM meeting, have added more dimension.  Have been doing community outreach and have 30 letters of support from those in the neighborhood.  
David Owen Taylor, Lives in the neighborhood.  A developer and a neighbor - developing the 2 homes across the street from this project.  Have seen the work of this company - impressed by attention to detail and integrity.  Sees thought and care put into rendering.  This is an improvement to the area.  Concerned initially but sees now much parking they've put in.

Jerry Tang, Works and live in West LA.  This project is exciting.  
Nick, Professional stakeholder.  Looking forward to this project.  Excited for this project.  
Janet Cromwell, Question: Where is the entrance/exit for the cars.  How might that impact La Grange.  72 units is a lot of people to put on that corner.  Appreciate the setbacks.  Response: Entrance off of La Grange.  Have done traffic counts and the traffic is far less than as a result of the demolition of the YMCA.  72 units is actually not a lot for a commercial zone.  
Levitus, Thank you for the changes.  Question - coming down south from Sawtelle, what's the grey by the nursery?  How wide are the sidewalks?  How far is the overhang?  Response:  It's a property wall.  No setback.  But when it becomes residential, there is a 7 foot setback.  Sidewalks 12 feet.  Overhang is allowed over the property line.  
Ericksen, For commercial space - can residents use that parking space?  Duplexes for sale?  Response:  Yes, that's the beauty of a mixed use - so by definition there will always be overflow. Duplexes will be for sale.   

Fujimoto,  Is there anything you can put in there that will help Japantown?  30 signed letters doesn't tell me a lot.  Offering to help link with Sawtelle Japantown.  Response:  Our work is about telling the story about a neighborhood.  The wood uses a Japanese process.   
Casas, As PLUM Chair, they've been very good about changing their project and have bent over backwards.  Most developers won't do that for us.  Although not a big fan of these projects on Sawtelle, better off working with these developers.  That's why PLUM recommends we approve this.
Levitus, Again appreciates the changes.  

Motion was made (Ericksen) seconded (Fujimoto).  Approved.  

Motion to Oppose Removal of Trees at Stoner Park,

Len, Concern has been raised about the trees.
Handal, Said they don't want to have trees there since they're redoing sidewalks.  

Motion was made (Hakimi), seconded (Levitus). Approved.  

Cell Tower Wilshire Blvd CLV 6401. PLUM Motion to Approve with Conditions,

Had a condition that the occupants of the building be given notice.  Has met the condition.

Margery Almer, Wants to show they already have ample coverage.  234 towers within a 3 mile radius.  678 antennas in under a 3 mile radius.  AT&T website shows sufficient coverage.
Elanor, Showing image of coverage.  Response:  In cases of cell towers, all the arguments we're hearing tonight will not stop a cell tower.  Federal government won't let us turn down a cell tower because of cancer argument.  
George, We should all remember that those waves are dangerous.  People get hurt by it.  Those things are ugly.  Doesn't look good for the city of LA.  

Handal,  How will they enclose?  Response:  They are screening it in.  

Ericksen, No one from the building here? Response: No. Study says there are no effects. 

Motion was made (Casas), seconded (Fujimoto). Tabib Abstain. Approved.  

11407 Santa Monica Blvd Development,  
Old Dolores site.  Mixed use.  Commercial space may be a restaurant/coffee shop.  Will activate Santa Monica Blvd.  Community benefits we're proposing is as a mixed use building - we have a lower traffic count than Dolores.  
Janet Cromwell, 9:15PM is very late to address such an important issue.  But main concern is the off menu incentives.  To do this for density and height opens up the precedence for future projects.  Ask to keep within current regulations.  Knows mayor wants more housing, but who sets and regulates the rents and that this will provide housing for those who need it.  General question - in light of the drought and aging infrastructure, how is LA going to sustain all this increased density?  Building more housing doesn't address ending homelessness - has to do with employment, stability, etc.  Mostly hope the council wouldn't be open to off menu items.
Ericksen, Based on current zoning what would the number be?  Response: 30.
Levitus, What have been the changes since you last presented at PLUM?  You changed the facade but didn't reduce the massiveness of the building?  Concerned with the height difference between the neighboring buildings.  Does not seem that you're making the changes to breakup the massiveness of the building.  Given you're asking for off menu incentives, but does not seem like there's a fair trade.  Response:  Did not change the height or number of units.  After PLUM, looked where the mass of this building is more appropriate.  Did not change the setbacks or presentation on Santa Monica Blvd.  Couldn't change the corner either.  The property owner we have support from is the commercial building on Santa Monica.  Across the alley does not support.  Trying to balance the needs with everyone involved.  
Casas, sent this without a recommendation.  Levitus:  Saying there was a recommendation to reject.  Also concerned about the massiveness of the building.  But that's what the city is looking for us to do - put the mass on SM Blvd.  Still thinks this is too massive.
Handal, 5 stories will become the standard.  Rents are set up for affordable housing downtown.  Concerned about 4 units of affordable units.  51 units going in.  Should at least be getting 5 units of affordable.  I want 5 units of affordable - want 10%.  Bottom line is this project is going to happen.  We did get more alley space.  But will make motion to approve it because there's no way we're going to avoid it.  Response:  It is 4 units of very low unit.

Levitus, Appreciate some of the steps that were made.  But the massiveness was not addressed.  Doesn't care about looking silly downtown.  
Fujimoto, Needing clarification on presentation. 

Response,  Same height as building on Santa Monica and Federal.  

Ericksen, Would rather have projects on Santa Monica Blvd rather than within the community.

Motion was made to approve the project as presented with caveat that the analysis has to be approved downtown (Handal), seconded (Hakimi).  Abstain: Jack, Jean Jeronimo.  Against: David.   5 approvals.  Passed
BOARD COMMENTS: 

Fujimoto, Will send Greg info re: study on Sawtelle.  DOT petition re: parking?   
ADJOURN. 
Meeting adjourned at 10:00PM.
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