MINUTES OF THE WEST LA SAWTELLE NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL 

West L.A Neighborhood Council Office-In WLA Municipal Building
1645 Corinth Avenue  West L.A., CA 90025

February 25,  2015,  7:00 PM

CALL TO ORDER:
 
Chair Jay Handel called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 
Council members present: Greg Ericksen, Jay Handal, Al Casas, Grace Tabib, Jean Shigematsu, Rosie Kato, Zana Glisovic, Kirk Watanabe, David Levitus, Moe Moshiri, Jack Fujimoto, Helga Hakimi, Tom Donovan, Jack Fujimoto, Jeronimo Garcia, Xochitl Gonzalez
PUBLIC COMMENT ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA: 
Randy Sakamoto, Sawtelle Japantown designation and sign approved by City Council 14-0.  Thanking Len and the Neighborhood Council for their support.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
January Minutes - Motion was made (Casas), seconded (Glisovic). Kato abstaining. Approved.  
PRESENTATIONS:
Executive Board Selections for 12 month terms - 
Vice Chair, Fujimoto nominated Donovan, second my Casas. Approved unanimous.

Chair, Casas nominated Handal. Kato abstaining. Approved.  

Secretary, Glisovic nominated Tabib, Seconded by Casas.   Approved unanimous.

Treasurer, Glisovic nominated, seconded by Casas.  Kato abstaining. Approved.  
Run for Hope Event, Our House (Jessica Krell and Shannon Boren) - 
Absent.
Pacific Graffiti request for funds (Yvette Neal) - 
Absent.

Support for council file 13-0025SI re hit and run rewards - Rewards paid by the City.  Passed unanimous.  
Support for council file 14-1738 re LAPD body cameras - Cameras worn by police officers while deployed.  Decision is to buy the body cameras, now requesting information on how the police will use them and who will have access to how they are being used.  Police Dept asking for support.  Glisovic voiced opposition to the cameras.  Levitus abstaining. Glisovic opposed. Approved.  
DWP REPORT (Watanabe): 

Nothing to report.
Public Work Report (Kato): 

Nothing to report.
OUTREACH COMMITTEE REPORT (Ericksen):
In the process of archiving files from old website - currently have uploaded approximately 60% to Google Documents.  The January Outreach Meeting was attended by Our House and West LA Chamber of Commerce.  Our House has been a great partner and will provide advertising for the Neighborhood Council through their list serve and will include our materials when flyering for their Run for Hope event.  Ericksen would like to order banners and material in order to have a presence at upcoming events.  Requesting other Board Members to attend upcoming events on behalf of the Neighborhood Council.  Ericksen understands there is concern regarding the percentage of budget being used for concerts/movies.  We will continue with the summer movie series - cost is $4000 to contract.  Concerts have been tabled for the time being.  In talks with Touch of Vinyl to host the concert series at no cost to the Neighborhood Council.  Events will be hosted  throughout the year so not clumped around the summer months.  Ericksen proposes allocating funds for community grants.  Welcoming all to attend the next Outreach meeting  on March 10 at 7:30PM.  
Kato, Commenting that we are spending too much on outreach.

Matthew Gibbons re: WLA Chamber Directory - Publisher for the WLA Chamber of Commerce.  This year marks the Chamber's 70th anniversary and Gibbons wants to publically acknowledge the contribution of Jack Fujimoto and photography session at the Oban Festival.  Would like to work closely with the Neighborhood Council to improve the community.  
Finalize new logo - Levitus inquiring about University High students contribution to the logo.  Ericksen informed that students could not commit time to the project. Motion by Fujimoto, seconded by Moshiri. Approved unanimous.  
PUBLIC SAFETY:
Officer Kirk Report,  Crime is currently up because last year to date crime level was so low.  Up 7.5%.  Increase in burglary for motor vehicles.  Burglaries up 55% (5 additional crimes).  Sawtelle graffiti - gang officer believes that an older gang member was released from prison and younger gang members are proving themselves.  No known shootings.  Requesting that if community members see any large encampments aside from Ohio and Bundy and under the 405 freeway (speaking with Cal Tran to expedite clearing the area), please take photographs and indicate the location, and email to Handal who will inform Officer Kirk.  
Introduction of Neighborhood Prosecutor Victoria De la Cruz,  Officer Kirk introduced Ms. De la Cruz.  Worked  with the city attorney's office since 2001.  Transferred from Olympic division.  Personal property on sidewalks cannot be picked up.  Bulky items can be processed more quickly.  When in doubt, take a picture and they'll make the referral.  Bulky: sofa, large mattress.  Personal: personal bags, backpacks.  Available via email - distributed cards.  Timeline for graffiti is approximately 48 hours depending on access to the property being vandalized.  Will attend Board Meetings as often as possible but there may be overlapping group meetings. If there is a specific issue that needs to be addressed, will attend. 
Public Safety Committee report (Fujimoto), Nothing to report.
BY LAWS COMMITEE (DONOVAN):

Nothing to report.
CD 11 - COUNCILMAN BONIN (REPRESENTED BY LEN NGUYEN, FIELD DEPUTY):
Bonin has started a small business spotlight - has spotlighted Taco Miendo which has opened second location at Pico and Gateway.  Sent out a poll for people to submit names.  City Council voted to approve Sawtelle Japantown designation and working with DOT to get the signs up within the next 2 weeks. A day will be designated to unveil the signs and host a reception Nguyen spoke with construction services to dispatch an electrician for lighting around Civic Center.   Working to add additional trash cans to replace wire trashcans with new solar compacter trash cans.  
MAYOR OF LA - GARCETTI (REPRESENTED BY DANIEL TAMM -WESTSIDE AREA):

Absent. 
ASSEMBLY MEMBER BLOOM - (REPRESENTED BY STEPHANIE COHEN):

Absent. 
CONGRESSMAN TED LIEU - (REPORESENTED BY JANET TURNER):

Absent.
ASSEMBLY MEMBER RIDLEY THOMAS - (REPRESENTED BY SCOTT MAILSEN):

Absent.
STONER PARK REPORT (JASON LISS): Quiet, gearing up for summer activities.  Provided University High with space for baseball.  Graffiti has been removed.
FINANCE AND BUDGET REPORT (ZANA):

Review and approve outstanding monthly funding reports, Motion by Glisovic, second by Shigematsu.  Approved unanimous. 
Amend the budget to reflect current budge needs, Suggesting reallocation of money towards office expenses, Board meeting expenses and Outreach. Kato against.  Approved.  
SUPPORT FOR COUNCIL FILE 14-0366-S2 ELIMINATING BTRC FOR NON PROP D MEDICAL MARIJUANA SHOPS: Every business has to file for a tax certificate. The non compliant shops with prop D are using the file to show that they are legal entities. Asking to stop issuing BTRC for non compliant shops.  BTRC is a business tax number required in order to get a business license.  Approved unanimous.
PLUM COMMITTEE PROJECT PRESENTATION, REPORTS AND/OR PLUM ACTION RE PROJECTS:
Support of council files 14-0122 and 15-0020 for monitoring and verifying CUP's, A new change that will allow all new developments to have a fee put on them to be used to fund code enforcement officers to monitor development conditions.  Will allow the City to hire and maintain.  Heavily supported by Neighborhood Councils city wide, Western Regional Alliance of Councils and Downtown.  Motion by Casas, seconded by Fujimoto.  Sunday at 9AM meeting to discuss.  Approved unanimous. 
1837 Sawtelle development, Sent to Board with no PLUM recommendation.  Donovan recusing.  Initial presentation last fall.  Came back with alterations based on suggestions.  Provided revised scheme.  3rd time at the Neighborhood Council.  Currently a vacant lot proposing to build 19 unit complex.  Has incorporated Japanese culture through landscape, shortened width of garage, eliminated trellace on roof, and changed balconies to wire to open up the building.  Addressing comments from last board meeting regarding additional parking spots.  5 parking spaces would be lost by moving the entrance in the back - cannot fulfill the request.  Have been talking with LA DOT and abiding by their rules.  Regarding parking for affordable housing - how will it be allocated.  Will now be allocated based on a first come first serve with a monthly fee.  Fixed 12 month lease term for parking.  Market rate for units $1900-2000 for 1 bedroom, $100-$125 for parking.  Affordable between $500-$600.  Request for density bonus is on menu.  
Levitus,  Questions regarding parking allocation and rental cost.
Casas, They have presented at PLUM twice.  Issue always about parking 16 spaces for 19 units.  Dilemma of PLUM is that there is no recommendation because by adding bicycle spaces they can eliminate parking spaces so they are compliant.  Concept of first come first served is a new twist.  If they go in knowing they won't have parking, they won't bring a car.  

Handal, Policy is to get a better project with the best we can with the understanding that as long as they comply they are following the law.
Fujimoto, Happy with beautification of Sawtelle.
Motion by Casas to approve as rewrite, seconded by Fujimoto.  Watanabe abstain.  Kato against.  Approved. 

Buerge property development , Sent to Board with no recommendation.  CLM Group, property developer has attended PLUM 3 times.  Primary issues of concern raised during PLUM meetings - mixed use project on site that is 1.2 acres.  150 units over retail space.  Parking will be accommodated by 3 levels of subterranean 400 spaces (40 over code).  Have replaced original architect.  Have gone with a more cutting edge, urban design.  Publically committing that no single user will have a sales floor of over 25k sq feet.  Set the building back 7'4'' to create an 18' wide public realm and 3 larger public plazas.  Completed a complete traffic study, vetted and approved by DOT.  Identified mitigation measure - intersection improvements, anticipate contributing $100k in transportation impact fees.  Other community benefits: voluntary beyond mitigation measures - existing crosswalk at SM and Granville.  Committing to not only funding but including it as part of B permit package.  Voluntarily contributing additional money to non profit traffic mitigation fund.  Affordable housing: Committed to drafting a tenant outreach screening program in consultation with Council office.  Asking for nothing - playing by the rules.
Gloria Campbell, Loading dock - talk about doing a tunnel rather than an alley? Court yard being open to the public?  Response: creating large cut outs for visual connectivity, not open to public.  In city's traffic report they had specific recommendation for 2 intersections, not other 2.  Any mitigation?  There is a required mitigation - no physical improvement, effort to reduce car trip generation.  This is what DOT allows.  Landscaping?  No complete landscape plans yet but have said they will work with Council office to select. 

Don Swiers, Specifically how are you handling loading dock?  Response: Dedicated loading zone off the alley - tunnel is not feasible.  Truck will come into alley and back into loading zone.  City has clear dimension requirements.
Ericksen, Concern about use of public space and loading zone.  Response: currently 2 parking lots that they own.  Grandville to Westgate.  

Levitus, More info on transportation demand  management program.  Response: For example -  improve the bus stops, onsite manager to help people find partners to ride share and transit assistance, car sharing, encourage bicycle usage with ample parking available, incorporate local serving retail, implementing annual monitoring.  Parking? Response: unbundled, have to pay separately.  Nonprofit mitigation fund? Response: Neighborhood council fund to be used at our discretion.  Handal explanation of non profit mitigation fund.  After projects open, we can go out and contract to install traffic mitigators cross walks, stop signs, blinking stop signs).   Commiserate with projects of their size that have contributed in the past.  Again encouraging tunnel and set backs.  Encouraging more public space.  
Fujimoto, Would like to see Santa Monica showcased.  Echoing that courtyard should be used as public use.  Beautify the areas as much as possible.  

Garcia, Unit mix?  

Kato, Concern about public open courtyard.  Suggesting at ground level.  Tunnel loading should be incorporated because of noise level, referencing Trader Joes as a success story.  Parking?  1 space for studios/1 bedroom. 2 spaces for 2 bedrooms. and retail is over code, additional 40.  190 residential, 210 commercial.  Asking for residential permits for non residents.  Cannot commit to that.  
Watanabe, Feel like this developer is listening to what we're asking for. Although not ideal, he feels they are listening and trying to work with us.  

Gonzalez,  Will there be street widening? Response: Need to address with council office.  We add no street widening to every motion.  Courtyard would help activate the sidewalk.  Still concerned with the cross walks.  Westgate will be a major exit for the project - where high schools/bus stop.  Requesting sidewalk enhancement.  Doing a lot of things that are car centric - bike lanes?  Suggesting putting in bike lanes that connect to the project.  Issue of noise with the loading doc.  Disagree with Casas regarding street widening.  
Glisovic, How many green spaces? Charging units? Think it's important for residents to have access.  Green building code requires.  Experience with noise and loading - huge issue for people living in the area.  Citing Trader Joes.  
Casas, This project has changed drastically from initial plans.  Concern about the traffic and parking but the City utilizes a criteria that Casas does not agree with.  Could be worse than what they're giving us.  They get a chance to prove themselves with this building.  Not a big fan of this project, but he's a realist.  Asking for the money in the Fund to specifically go towards West LA.  
Public comment:
Brian Paul, no green space no parking.
Jay Ross, nothing written.

Motion to approve project as redrawn by Casas, Watanabe seconded.  

Gonzalez amend motion to include no street widening, second by Glisovic.  Levitus and Garcia abstaining.  Hakimi against.  Approved. 

Levitus, Comment on amendment.  Suggests that we amend the motion to include all the concerns that have been voiced.  Courtyard at ground level of at least 2500 sq ft and internal tunnel to prevent noise problems.   Seconded Fujimoto.  Approved unanimous.
Levitus, Would rather support a motion to oppose and seeking further progress moving forward.  

Handal, Asking pointed question - neither are required.  Are these items you will or will not do.  Response:  Can commit to sound attenuation measures but can not commit to a tunnel.  Regarding courtyard - we cannot provide a public park on our private property.  Do not want to give the impression that we're giving things away but we are working with developers to make a better project.  It's time to move on.  If you don't like the project, vote no.  Get the project off this table and get it down town and fight there.  
Kato, Disagreeing with not having to have a public space.  

Glisovic, Disagree with Handal.  
Gonzalez, Disagree with Handal.  Will give up power as a Neighborhood Council if we say we cannot  get anything from developers aside from what they are required to do.  We have a right to demand more and demand for open space.  Referring to Kilroy on Bundy and Olympic as an open public space.  Open courtyards make it feel safer in Santa Monica.  Felt like they should have come back to PLUM first. 

Levitus, Disagree with Jay.  Thinks this is a precedent setting project and it should be of the highest caliber and it still has a long way to go.  Want opposition to send a signal downtown.  

Ericksen, Would like to negotiate some actual community benefits.  
Handal, This has to be done offline.  

Kato, Still thinks parking issue is very important.  Specifically citing Sawtelle businesses.
Fujimoto, No public open space? Response:  Cannot commit to a 5000 sq ft public plaza on the property.
Motion to approve the project with conditions of no street widening, create larger public space, and noise mitigation for loading.  No - 6, Yes, 8.  Approved.  

Announcement: Don Swiers added to PLUM, Casas announcement.
Sawtelle Committee report, Casas founded committee to improve Sawtelle.  Looking at a CD overlay for Sawtelle Blvd, building restrictions.  Going to review the building restrictions and see what can be done about them.  Casals's focus will be quality of life on Sawtelle.  Ideal thing would be people who go to the restaurants will not park in our community- 2 buildings attempting to share their parking in the evening.  
BOARD COMMENTS: 

Kato, Business owners should donate to buildings.  Building owners should pay to provide free parking to their patrons.
Jack,  Thanking everyone for the Sawtelle Japantown designation.
Levitus,  Appreciate the generally civil debate on key projects tonight.  

Ericksen, Sawtelle Japantown, one of the events we'll host is to commemorate the designation.
ADJOURN: 
Meeting adjourned at 9:05PM.
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