MINUTES OF THE WEST LA SAWTELLE NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL 

West L.A Neighborhood Council Office-In WLA Municipal Building
1645 Corinth Avenue  West L.A., CA 90025

April 22,  2015,  7:00 PM

CALL TO ORDER:
 
Vice Chair Tom Donovan called the meeting to order at 7:10PM. 
Council members present: Greg Ericksen,  Al Casas, Grace Tabib, Jean Shigematsu, Rosie Kato, Zana Glisovic, David Levitus,  Helga Hakimi, Tom Donovan, Kirk Watanabe
PUBLIC COMMENT ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA: 
None.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
March Minutes - Motion was made (Levitus), seconded (Shigematsu). Watanabe Abstain. Approved.  
PRESENTATIONS:
Update Regarding Medical Marijuana Committee  - Absemt.
DWP REPORT (Watanabe): 

Nothing to report.
Public Work Report (Kato): 

Nothing to report.
OUTREACH COMMITTEE REPORT (Ericksen):
Will be at West LA Chamber of Commerce Health and Business event on Sunday and Run for Hope event on Sunday.  Looking for a volunteer to staff.  
PUBLIC SAFETY:
Officer Kirk Report,  Absent.
Neighborhood Prosecutor Victoria De la Cruz,  Absent.
Public Safety Committee report (Fujimoto),  Absent.
BY LAWS COMMITEE (DONOVAN):
Sent an email to DUN to requesting not to change our bylaws without contacting Board.
CD 11 - COUNCILMAN BONIN (REPRESENTED BY LEN NGUYEN, FIELD DEPUTY):
Bonin announced a new adhoc o on homelessness, he will be Vice-Chair to determine solutions for homeless problem.  Our approval for $40k has been sent to him for approval.  Bonin introduced support for Senate Bill for Yes Means Yes bill to educate high school students about healthy relationships in response to recent allegations of sexual assault at Venice High School.  Fundraiser tomorrow at Hana Sushi at 11AM for a Venice Japanese American Memorial.  Bonin is hosting a Bike with Mike on May 2 at Fire Station 62.  Informational meeting on Monday, April 27 at 6:30PM at MDR Middle School re: mansionization ordinance.  Kato asking question re: moratorium on small lot subdivisions.  Commenting that someone dropped the ball after the election.  Response: Nguyen will check.  Casas asking question re: speed hump issue, restoration of speed humps. Response: hearings begin next week.  Preliminary indication is no.  Will reiterate to budge people that Board wants restoration of speed hump program. Donovan: We have money to help finance.  Kato: Wanting to restrict traffic on Mississippi during certain hours.  Reporting a big accident on Colby today.  Problem with people not stopping at stop signs.  Nguyen: Can request additional motor officers in the area. 
MAYOR OF LA - GARCETTI (REPRESENTED BY DANIEL TAMM -WESTSIDE AREA):

Tomorrow Mayor Garcetti will be in Mar Vista tomorrow with Resilience to Design with Lucy Jones, top seismologist in the US to lay out plan.  Intended as community resilience meeting.  
ASSEMBLY MEMBER BLOOM - (REPRESENTED BY STEPHANIE COHEN):

Absent.
CONGRESSMAN TED LIEU - (REPORESENTED BY JANET TURNER):

Absent.
ASSEMBLY MEMBER RIDLEY THOMAS - (REPRESENTED BY SCOTT MAILSEN):

Absent.
STONER PARK REPORT (JASON LISS): 
Thanking Council and United Methodist Church for Easter Egg Hunt - served over 1000 hotdogs and huge turnout.  LA Unified is most likely cutting preschool programs so Stoner Park will pick up the slack and add more classes.  Movies in the park will be happening this summer.  Will be under construction so they'll be in a different location of the park.  Shooting on Overland and National part of our neighborhood gang.  Will be installing grass in the future for the baseball fields.
Casas: Notice they're going to tear out old trees to fix the sidewalks.  Response: Not involved in Park and Rec.  Park and Rec don't own the trees.  Nguyen: Has asked to lower the number of trees that'll be removed.  Challenge will be the ficus trees on Stoner and Nebraska.  Will try to work with the magnolia trees.  
Tabib: Need to clean the sand on the playground.  Response:  Will speak to the maintenance team.  Would accept volunteers to help clean.

FINANCE AND BUDGET REPORT (ZANA):

Review and approve outstanding monthly funding reports,  Review March budget expenditures.    
Watanabe questioning total budget line incorrect by $101.  Response:  Total is correct.  

Levitus questioning payment to Constant Contact.  Response by Ericksen: We need to keep it in order to maintain the archives.  
Kato:  Requesting bills for the expenditures.  Response:  They were emailed.
Motion was made to approve expenditures (Glisovic), seconded (Casas).  Kato Abstain.  Approved.
Adjust budget categories to reflect current budget,  Reviewing expenditures that will hit in April.  We have to reallocate $103.01 towards community improvement projects and suggesting we take from newsletters.  Need to make available $4500 for summer movies.  
Kato: requesting specific information regarding breakdown of $4500.  Response:  Will provide at a later time.  $3700 for vendor and other funds for advertising, snacks, etc.  Explaining how money would be reallocated to events: from newsletters, website. 
Motion was made to approve and allocate (Glisovic), seconded (Levitus ). Kato Oppose.  Approved.
PLUM COMMITTEE PROJECT PRESENTATION, REPORTS AND/OR PLUM ACTION RE PROJECTS:
Motion to support changes and additions to preferential parking district 49, Have a District 49 est. from Corinth to Barrington and Olympic to Missouri  each block can have whatever preference they want for parking restrictions.  Want District 49 to include 2 hour parking during the day and no parking after 6 and on weekends.  Each block can change whatever they want.  PLUM approved this change and recommended to Board to allow this change to happen on these blocks.
Rueben Haro:  Nothing has changed since last PLUM meeting but some petitions missing but not DOT has originals and copies.  Not getting any relief from developers.  Let the residents get what they want on their streets.   Should ask developers to add more parking spaces.   
Levitus:  Clarifying questions.  No parking on weekends?  Response:  Individual block will decide parking limitations.  

Stan Shiematsu:  Lifelong resident of West LA.  Member of Methodist Church.  While supporting preferential parking but would like Council to reconsider total restriction on Saturday and Sunday.  Church is force for good in the community.  Requesting Council to reconfigure to assist for worship services and funeral and memorial services.  Would seriously impact and be detirmental to the Church.  
Thomas Hung:  Would like to help with email issue - can forward.  Live on Purdue Ave.  Cars blocking the driveway.  Lots of confrontation.  If asking for parking on Sunday - issue is not with church going people.  Problem with people who go to Sawtelle.  Can building construction be stopped?  Impact of parking related to development.
Rev. Gary Oba:  Weekend restrictions are too broad.  Church attendees depend on the street parking.  Church supports restricted parking for evening but need street parking for Sunday between 8AM-2PM.  Requesting amendment.  
Janet Cromwell:  Celebrating 80th year in community. Has sought ways to improve the community.   To be able to plan and outreach people need to be able to attend the Church.  Need less parking restrictions to allow this.  
Randy Sakamoto:  Support restrictions on parking.  But again supporting Methodist Church's need for parking.  Need major intiiative for long term parking overall.
Richard Neg:  Echoing previous speakers.  
Janet Figashima:  Supporting Methodist but need the weekends and rely on street parking.  
Makado:  Agree with concept of allowing parking certain hours on Sat and Sun - would like relaxed parking enforcement program but will have greater effect than having a sign for certain hours on Sat and Sunday to keep outsiders out.  

Elanor:  Asking Board to consider letting Church park there between 8AM-2PM on Sundays.  Always managed to find parking at 8AM on Sundays.  
Amir:  Live on Purdue across street from Church.  Like to ask the members who live on the block.  So Church goers don't understand what the residents have been going through.  

Adam Maloodi:  Live on Purdue across from Church and agree with restricted parking.  Having overnight parking is detriment to neighborhood.  In favor of restricted parking.  

Bob Bailey:  Methodist Church attendee.  Ask relief during church hours and if that's not available then considering for more than 2 hours.  

Carey Mitzakoura:  Supports additional changes to parking restrictions.  Hoping that these discussion will lead into additional ideas for parking.   Something needs to be done about the additional people.

Kiran:  Have lived in the area for 10 years.  Now cannot park in front of Purdue for more than 1 hour.  There needs to be other options explored.  Can't even buy a permit to park on the street right now because 1 hour only.   
Casas:  Started district 49 20-something years ago because he couldn't park on his street.  Sympathizes with everyone on this issue.  Working with 2 commercial buildings to provide parking on evenings and weekend.  We don't get a choice - district is set up by blocks and everyone who's on one block makes the call.  While the Church is on 1900 Purdue, their real issue in on 1900 Purdue not the other blocks.  Don't know if they can give you relaxed enforcement.   If you live in the community, you can get a permit for the whole district.  Personally supports that something works out for the Church but he doesn't know what that is - DOT has to make that call.  
Donovan:  Issues would be on other blocks as well.   What is this Board being asked to do?  But each block can still do whatever it wants.  So we would only be taking a supportive position on this.  Had full hearings at PLUM and want to understand full nature of the problem. Nightly? Day?  Response: To support or oppose the additional restrictions.  Every block gets to choose.  We're asked to support this because DOT will take our recommendations on whether to change any restrictions.  We support whatever the residents want for their particular block.   We had people talk about workers from businesses on Sawtelle leaving their cars overnight so other shifts can park.   Relaxed enforcement is that DOT says they won't enforce during particular hours.  Only time that's happened was for a one time event in Stoner Park.  Don't know the mechanism for constant relaxed.
Zana:  Why can't you buy a permit?  Response:  Doesn't count if it's posted 1 hour parking.  Has to be a District 49 area.  

Community:  How can we loosen the parking for a particular block?  Response:  If this goes through you can buy a permit for your street.

Casas:  PLUM has voted to support.  

Donovan:  What are we voting on?  When does the decision have to be made by DOT?  Casas:  Supporting all the neighbors and whatever restrictions they want.  Doing this because in theory we could have all the restaurants say they don't want it and petition DOT to not increase the restrictions.  We're doing it to support the community against the businesses.  We're supporting the residents of every block and what they want.

Hakimi: We don't have say in what the restrictions entail?  Response:  No.  This will be a snowball effect.  When you put these restrictions on the restaurants will go to next streets.
Levitus:  Understand the need that people feel for people coming in the community.  Would encourage parking restrictions that don't include Sat and Sun.   When you start putting no parking at all, you restrict the community which is also a real problem.  Cautioning that this will have a cascading effect.  Response: District only goes to Missouri.  Probably won't go farther.  
Casas: Real villain is the restaurants.  Only city can bend rules for the Church.
Kato:  Not diminishing Methodist Church but also other Churches in the area that have not attended these meetings.  Other churches have taken initiative for other parking options.  When you relax the parking, once people from outside know, you'll have other people coming in and parking and no way to distinguish.  Take example of drought restrictions, parking is a limited resource in the area.   Making suggestions for other parking availabilities: Civic lot, back lot, car pool, drop off, shuttles.
Zana:  While in general against limitations but we as a Board need to be careful what we're voting for.  We say yes to developments and businesses and approving less parking than we need.  We are in conflict with ourselves.  Saying yes to businesses and yes to restricting the parking in the neighborhoods. 

Watanabe:  For clarification:  the motion is to change the highlighted items on the map.  Seeing discrepancy.  Response:  Only yellow items.   Not sure who made it.  PLUM motion was only to support community for added restrictions and authorize Handel to meet with Methodist Church to discuss restrictions.
Levitus:  We assume we know what the community means, includes a lot of different things so not as simple as saying we support the community.  

Casas:  Have had 2 meetings and have not come to any conclusions.  We should support what the residents want.  Met with Bonin last week and he was inclined to support this too but wanted to leave to the community.  
Motion to support residents in their request for new parking restrictions as written and if possible to make an accommodation to the Church that they are requesting made (Casas), seconded (Kato).   6 For (Kato, Zana, Watanabe, Shigamasu, Hakimi, Casas).  2 (Eriksen and Levitus) Against  2 (Tabib and Donovan) Abstaining.  Approved.  
Levitus proposing amendments to support with the modification of allowing 2 hour parking 8-2PM Sat and Sun.  Not accepted.  

Donovan recusing himself. 

Zana:  Somehow we always say developers can do this and that. I'm not here to question their requests, I'm here to say what the community wants.  At the end of the meeting they can do what they want.  
1854 Sawtelle Blvd,
Casas: PLUM recommended this with changes.
Presentation:  Single lot on Sawtelle NW corner with Missouri.   Residential with small commercial space in front.   Will be supporting City's housing initiative.  City going through housing shortage.  Will be providing market rate and affordable housing units.   Planning Dept requested to include commercial space.  Have rearranged parking in the back while maintaining commercial space requirements - have provided 3 commercial parking spaces.  Revised landscaping plan to include Japanese trees to tie in with the character of the area.  Lightened exterior by introducing different tones and wood at the base.  
Shigamatsu:  How high is the building?  Response: 56 feet.  

Kato:  Not enough parking and too dense.  Issue with market value units that people can't afford.  Landscape is too tall and dense.  Not enough parking.   
Levitus:  Appreciates the changes.  But ideally 4 stories and not 5 and curious about Sawtelle Overlay and how it would look at something like this.  

Watanabe:  Came on a bad day - major issue is parking.  Don't see the rear parking.  Would like to echo Zana, need to address needs of the community.  
Casas:  Ingress is on the alley and egress for commercial is street level.  Looks better than last time.  Will let Jay and Don speak about Sawtelle Overlay committee.   These guys are not going to pay $50k for each extra parking space.  

Swiers:  The parking problem has to do with the increased density .  Sorry to see it as 4 stories.  Overlay committee is recommending that on corner lots, there be a setback at the corner.   Response:  Will be taking corner cut back.  
Casas:  Are you parallel with building directly to the north?  Have made the PLUM recommendations.  Response:  Yes, in line. 

Motion was made (Levitus), seconded (Hakimi).   Shigamatsu, Abstain,  Watanabe and Kato No.  Approved.    
1947 Sawtelle Blvd,  Absent.
11574 Santa Monica CUB approval,  Presented process to PLUM - gas station that currently has convenience store use and hydrogen use facility.  Part of building is hydrogen training facility and now want to use it for convenience portion - 10% for beer and wine.  Agreed to reduce sale from 8AM-11PM and have agreed to 1 year review.  Only concern LAPD had was if had any single sales and as long as agree to not have single sales of alcohol, LAPD is supportive.  Would like to craft condition to have craft/artisan beer as single serving with min volume and min price.  
Levitus:  How will building be modified?  Response:  Will expand interior of building not expand.  Will probably replace single door with double door.  
Fernando:  Live on 1625 Federal Ave. around the corner from the gas station.  For the neighbors go there to get groceries.  Would be convenient to have the gas station approved for license.  
Eriksen:  Why reduced to 11PM?  Response:  For safety concerns.
Levitus:  Makes sense to have liquor license there.  Don't see too many problems.  

Shigamatsu:  It's about time.

Zana:  Neighbor and a customer. Supportive.

Watanabe:  What license do you have currently?  Response:  None.

Kato:  What license does 711 have?  Issue with gas stations selling liquor.  And Council has been approving too many licenses for selling liquor.  Response:  Same one.  
Motion was made (Levitus), seconded (Hakimi).   Kato No.  Approved.    
BOARD COMMENTS: 

Ericksen:  Requesting 2 hours on Sunday 9:30-11:30AM.   
Levitus:  Some confusion about parking discussion of speaking.  By law once public comments close, moves to board comments.  How the system works.  

Hakimi:  Greg and I completed the Civic Program - went to 3 sessions.  Only disappointment was to see how Council can be more empowered.  
Shigamatsu:  Agree with Levitus.  

Kato:  One of the things about the parking situation is if you're not immediately impacted, you don't know the issues involved.  So for us to make a decision to approve or not approve, not fair.  Church should provide suggestions on what to do about parking.  
Zana: Who's meeting with the mayor?  Also Levitus.  Eriksen might go.  

ADJOURN: 
Meeting adjourned at 9:31PM.
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