
	  

 
	  

WEST LOS ANGELES SAWTELLE NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL REGULAR  
MINUTES 

Wednesday, March 22, 2017, 7:00 PM 
 

Meeting started at : 7:10 pm  Ended at: 9:20 pm 
 
Attending: Jamie Keeton (Chair), Eric Nakamura (Vice Chair), Jay Handal (Treasurer), Naomi 
Kageyama (Secretary), Arman Ghorbani, Danilo Torro, Ron Migdal, Rosie Kato, Zana Glisovic 
Absent:  Jean Shigematsu, Jian Kerendian 
 
Note:  Greg Ericksen (at-large boardmember and Outreach Director) and Xochitl Gonzalez (North 
West boardmember and PLUM Chair) resigned from the WLA Sawtelle Neighborhod Council prior 
to the March 2017 meeting.  There are 11 active boardmembers as of 3/22/17 with 4 vacant seats 
(2 at-large, 1 North West and 1 organizational) 

 
I. Call to Order  

 

II. General Public Comment  
 

- Rob Kadota (Director – Mar Vista Community Council):  local announcements.  CicLAvia on March 26, 2017.   
- LAPD Officer James Lavenson:  Local crime report.  Working on homeless issues, graffiti and burglary (especially 

from vehicles).  Doing activities including new Neighborhood Watch (Sawtelle) and educating community.  Urged 
folks to use 311 app for reporting.  Boardmember Ron Migdal provided details on ‘Ring’ product that allows you to 
set up security at front door even if you aren’t home.  

 

III. Community Partner Reports  
- Zel Limenih (Director of Felicia Mahood Sr. Ctr.): There are upcoming events including ‘Beats in the Bandshell’ for 

free music event.  Also there is a Visual Arts Workshop on Fridays.   

- Len Nguyen (Deputy for Councilmember Bonin):  Working on local safety and security of civic center, senior 
center and library areas.  Other locations being worked on include the Bundy Triangle area.  For parking 
restrictions it is noted that 2/3 of residents on a street need to approve/request parking restriction signs.  
Resolutions for signs can be submitted to Councilmember Bonin’s office.  Boardmember Danilo Torro noted that 
some signs needed to be replaced where the Roger Dunn Golf store (1801 S. Bundy) is located.  There is also a 
problem with homeless individual(s) who are defecating on and around this site.  Boardmember Jay Handal noted 
that there is extensive graffiti at the construction site by Chan Dara Restaurant @ 11690 Pico Blvd. (south side of 
street).   

Per request by Chair Keeton, Len provided an update on the old Animal Shelter location (corner of Bundy and 
Missouri).  A developer – Thomas Safran and Associates has been approved to work with the community and to 
develop a responsive housing plan.  Boardmember Rosie Kato questioned the overall process and asked if the 
project was a “done deal”.  She felt the community had not been properly briefed nor engaged in the process. Len 
noted that the City Council has approved the developer to come up with a plan and things are still in process.  In 
2015 the Ad Hoc Homeless Subcommittee had commissioned a report on City owned properties including unused 
buildings.  The City subsequently received proposals from affordable housing developers.  He (Thomas Safran) 
will be meeting with the community for more input.   



 

IV. Approvals (5 minutes) 
a. Draft meeting minutes of February 22, 2017 – not available at time of meeting.   
b. MERs report for Jan. – Feb. 2017 (Treasurer Handal): Motion to accept the MERs reports for Jan. 2017 

and Feb. 2017. Vice Chair Eric Nakamura asked if it was possible to close the account for ‘Constant 
Contact’ an internet service.  Eric said he could retrieve any info and shut down the site if password 
information was available.  Treasurer Jay Handal and past Treasurer (current Boardmember) Zana 
Glisovic will search prior records so ‘Constant Contact’ to see if password can be located.  Also they will 
check for any bills from Konica-Minolta because nothing was received (and therefore not reflected) in Jan. 
and Feb. 2017 MERs. General discussion about discounts or accounts tied to Smart & Final.  
Boardmember Kato voiced opinion that any WLASNC account should not be tied to any personal phone 
numbers or businesses other than WLASNC.  Some discussion if discounts or sales tax benefits are 
relevant to WLASNC purchases.    Some discussion of how refreshments are allocated on the MERs 
report – refreshments vs. administration/operations.  Treasurer noted that the category (i.e. admin.) is 
different than description (i.e. refreshments).  Some discussion of Apple 1 charges.  Apple 1 is a vendor 
for LA City and has taken minutes for PLUM committee.  It was noted there may be a future discussion on 
videotaping of PLUM meetings (similar to the board meetings) once a new PLUM chair is selected.  
Motion to approve MERs: unanimous.  Motion passes. 

 During discussion of MERs Chair Keeton noted that both Greg Ericksen and Xochitl Gonzalez have 
resigned from the WLASNC board and any website posting will be first vetted by herself before handing 
off to Eric Nakamura for posting.  She encouraged all members to recruit for open positions. 

V. DONE Update and Vision Plan (Jasmine Elbarbarry):  LA City Field Deputy for WLASNC 
- EE:  No new update on status of investigation.  Per comments and feedback from stakeholders it appears that 

conditions “has devolved even more” in regard to board dynamics.  A big reason for WLASNC to be in ‘EE’ is due 
to board dynamics so she hopes there is more forward movement especially to develop an agreed upon Vision 
Plan. 

- Vision Plan:  Jasmine’s supervisor Semee Park had worked on Northridge Community Vision Plan.  This is a 
good template to assist WLASNC with their own Vision Plan.  Informs stakeholders and developers about what 
the community expects and wants for new development. Jasmine will send electronic version to WLASNC. 

Jasmine noted that all Committees for WLASNC are currently on ‘pause’ while things are being stabilized.  Many of the 
complaints have come from Committees – so regularly scheduled meetings are on ‘pause’.  Several boardmembers noted 
that there are some committees that are not unstable and should be able to continue.  Boardmembers also voiced 
concerns that DONE is treating WLASNC like an unruly classroom and ‘micromanaging’.  Jamie Keeton noted that 
boardmembers can feel free to still interact with community – but not as a formal committee.  Boardmember Danilo Torro 
asked for a more specific timeline.  Jasmine noted that the root cause of the EE is due to the fact that WLASNC did not 
follow the directive of the Dept. of Disabilities office. From that point multiple grievances had been filed among 
boardmembers that has lengthened the EE term.  General discussion. Including recent feedback from developers and 
stakeholders.  Boardmember Zana Glisovic noted that the substance of these complaints should be made available to all 
members.  She would like to see more open communication including reasons for why boardmembers have resigned.  
Treasurer Jay Handal noted that former Outreach Director Greg Ericksen left because he felt attacked by other 
boardmembers.  He noted that in Hollywood NC all developers completely bypass the NC and works directly with the City 
Councilmember.  WLASNC needs to be careful about going down this same path.  Jasmine agreed that the negativity 
directed among and between boardmembers is very detrimental.  Jay noted that Echo Park NC was in EE for 17 months – 
the point being that the City takes EE very seriously because there are liability issues involved with all NC’s.  Jay said the 
behavior at last month’s NC meeting was not conducive to getting out of EE – in fact it exposed NC dysfunction. 
Boardmember Rosie Kato noted that some stakeholders believe there are no consequences for poor behavior.  Jamie 
agreed with many of the points made and noted that there needs to be increased civility among all.  Jamie noted that the 
PLUM committee is of primary concern for a majority of residents and needs to be fixed. 



- Rob Kadota (public):  Suggestion to have 2 board meetings per month.  1 focused on PLUM and adding in other 
committee concerns while there are no formal committee meetings.  Jamie noted that recent board meetings have 
spent an hour or more discussing about complaints and grievances.  There needs to be consensus to set this 
aside so real work can get done.  Rob offered to facilitate a session to help define goals/visions for WLASNC.  

Jasmine will be sending out electronic documents for review to move the Vision Plan forward. Jamie will be checking on 
consensus to hold a special board meeting on the Vision Plan. 

VI. Public Comment for Items Not on the Agenda 

Alexa (stakeholder):  On the fence about continuing to try to work with NC.  Would like to get more involved and has many 
skills to share.  Jamie Keeton suggested Alexa email her directly so she can be on the agenda.  Also encouraged her to 
connect with other active community leaders including but not limited to Zel Limenih, Greg Ericksen etc. 

Partho (stakeholder):  Interested in joining the board.  Experience with public safety and also land use management. 

 

 VII. Board Comment and Announcements 

Danilo Torro (boardmember):  Question on status of the EE investigator.  Jasmine noted that there is more to the EE than 
just the investigation. 

Zana Glisovic (boardmember): Would like more open discussion and process.  Time limits (22 seconds) is not productive. 

Rosie Kato (boardmember):  Would like to take up Rob Kadota’s offer for meeting facilitation.   

Ron Migdal (boardmember):   Words of appreciation to stakeholder Alexa.  The NC needs people like you. 

 

Motion to adjourn.  Unanimous.  [note:  no additional page for motions.  Just refer to narrative in this document.]	  


